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Welcome to Stamp Active

Stamp Active is a voluntary organisation
which promotes stamp collecting for
young people in the UK.
This pack provides some activities for you to complete. If you finish five of the activities in the pack, please take
it to one of the organisers at a Stamp Active event and you will receive a prize.
There is plenty more for you to do in the pack or you can have a go at some of the other stamp competitions
promoted by Stamp Active. The pack is yours to keep and it will give you a useful guide to some of the varied
aspects of stamp collecting.

Have Fun!
Kids Corner, sponsored by The Philatelic Traders’ Society,
which takes place at Spring and Autumn Stampex, held
at the Business Design Centre, Islington, London.
The Stamp Active Competition, sponsored by the Great
Britain Philatelic Society and The British Youth Stamp
Championships, sponsored by Stanley Gibbons, for
those interested in displaying their collections.
Stamp Active Web Site sponsored by The Association of
British Philatelic Societies, find out more about collecting
and the activities of the Stamp Active Network. Have a look
at our new website www.stampactive.co.uk
Stamp Active is a resource programme for organisers
of junior clubs with information and updates on the
website. More information can also be found on
www.stampactive.co.uk
Starter Packs, sponsored by Stanley Gibbons, for new
school and junior stamp clubs.
Kidstamps, supports young collectors between the ages
of 5 and 19, providing stamps, activities and much more
to make your hobby even more fun!
Workshops for children interested in developing their
competition entries.
National Youth Conference for organisers of clubs.
Stamps In Schools, sponsored by The Postal Museum,
is an independent project run by Erene Grieve, which
provides a fun-packed programme of stamp collecting
displays and activities for primary schools in the UK.

Stamp Active Network is supported by major sponsors
including The Philatelic Fund, Stanley Gibbons,
The Association of British Philatelic Societies, The Philatelic
Traders’ Society, and The Great Britain Philatelic Society
as well as many other dealers, individuals and clubs and
societies. Special thanks to Ian Varey for his development
of the ideas for this activity pack.
We are always in need of financial donations or the gift
of stamps, covers and other material.
For more information about the activities of the Stamp
Active Network or if you would like to make a donation,
please email stampactive@btinternet.com
Have a look at the website regularly for updates on events
and advice.

How to get stamps for your collection

It is always good to get choice items for
a present, but birthdays and Christmas
and other notable events are few and far
between. You need a regular supply
of stamps to keep your interest up!
So here are some more ideas:1. Join Kidstamps, which is also run by the Stamp Active
Network. You can download an application form from the
Stamp Active website. It is free to join and you will receive
a starter pack and goodies up to four times each year.
2. Let family members such as grandparents, aunts and
uncles, older cousins who are working, know what stamps
and other philatelic items you want to collect. Then let
close friends and neighbours know as well. This group of
people will all receive mail and can keep the stamps or the
complete envelope for you. You have to explain how to cut
the paper round the stamp so as not to damage it.
2a. Some of the above group will have relatives in other
countries who…….
Will send letters to this country, and the stamps can be
passed on to you.
If asked, these people abroad might save the stamps that
they get through the post, and every now and then send
you a small packet.
2b. Some members of this group of people will themselves
(or know somebody who does) work in an office and deals
with incoming mail. They should be asked to save all empty
envelopes and stamps off parcels for you.
It is no good waiting for things to happen! You have to put
some effort into collecting. If you can build up a network
and keep in touch with the family and friends by email to
say thank you, You could get a regular supply of material.

This kind of approach is likely to bring you stamps on
paper and some stamps that you really don’t want. It is
very important never to refuse stamps that are offered.
Things that are suitable for your collection, carefully soak
off the stamps, and keep safe. Others still on paper keep
in one box and stamps off paper in another box. Whole
envelopes called COVERS keep in a third box. Shoe boxes
are ideal for keeping surplus material. If you are sure, things
you will never use can be given to charity.
3. Join a School Stamp Club or ask the school office to
save the stamps for you.
4. Find out if your town or city has a Philatelic Society.
Do they have a Junior Section? Stamp collectors can be
very generous and are often prepared to pass on surplus
stamps to young collectors.
5. Use the internet to find Stamp Fairs that are being
held in your area. Dealers will have specialist stocks for
thematic collectors, such as you. How far will your pocket
money go?
6. Vist the national exhibition (Stampex) in London, usually
held at the Business Design Centre, London. You can join
in fun activities, win prizes and take part in the free auction
on Saturday. Collect a goodie bag too!
The fun of collecting is hunting for and finding new things
to add to your collection. GOOD HUNTING

Earth’s Fauna

All living things on Earth belong to either Earth’s Fauna or Flora.
Earth’s Flora is made up of all the plants, fungi and trees.
In this booklet we are interested in stamps that illustrate all the Earth’s Fauna that is from the smallest
to the largest creature.
Many thousands of stamps showing creatures exist and more are added every year. You can start
collecting stamps of all different creatures but the topic is so big that quite quickly you will find it best
to concentrate on an area you are particularly interested in.
On the next few pages there are some ideas on how to SPECIALISE.
If you have family in say Australia you might start by collecting stamps of the various
creatures in that country.

After a while you might decide that perhaps birds are more interesting.

From birds of Australia you could expand into birds of the Tropics or specialise in just
Parrots of the World or Owls. Whatever your interest, there are stamps for you to collect.

Stamps of .......

Make a collection

Stamps of Animals (mammals)

Orca, a sea
mammal

Lion, a land
mammal

Make a collection

Stamps of Birds

Kingfisher

Raptor

Bat, a flying
mammal

Sparrow

Stamps of .......

Stamps of Creatures of the Sea

Shrimp

Five Finger

Make a collection

Salmon

Make a collection

Stamps of Reptiles and Amphibians

Snake

Crocodile

Toad

Turtle

Stamps of .......

Stamps of Insects and Spiders

Cricket

Beetle

Make a collection

Butterfly

Stamps of Extinct Creatures

Dodo

Pterodactyl

Iguanodon

Make a collection

Mint and Used Stamps

U/M Unmounted Mint: These are stamps that are
new, as bought from the Post Office, they
have no marks on the front, full gum on the back
or as peel off stamps are still attached to the
backing paper.
These can be expensive stamps. Never use
stamp hinges on them. Keep them in a stockbook
and when doing a display use a protective mount.

M/M Mounted Mint: These are new stamps that have had stamp hinges stuck on the back.
This reduces the value of the stamps by a third or more and that makes them cheaper to buy.
They still look good in a collection, so it depends on what you can afford.

Used Stamps:- These are stamps sent through the post and cancelled with a postmark.

CTO Cancelled to Order:These are stamps which
have a cancellation but still
have the gum on the back.
Some countries do this
thinking it is what stamp
collectors want! They are
not mint or used.

This stamp looks like a
mint stamp but it does not
have gum on the back. It
has probably been through
the post and has failed
to be postmarked. It is
not mint and it is not
used either.

Improving Your Collection

Stamps with postmarks are Used Stamps, these are classed in different grades.
VFU very fine used: small, partial, postmark that does not cover the main stamp feature
FU fine used: larger postmark but a stamp with a reasonably clear main feature
GU good: Larger still postmark or parcel cancel covering much of the stamp and main feature
Space Filler: Poorest quality, may be creased, discoloured, thin, missing perforations etc.
Always try to get the best quality stamps you can afford. Keep the lesser quality stamps in your
collection until you find a better specimen. Using the categories above how would you rate
these stamps?
Crease

Crease

Adding to Your Collection

Individual stamps will be the biggest part of your collection, either USED, that is cancelled
with a postmark, or MINT, that is with the gum still on the back and not used as postage.
You will improve your collection by adding other philatelic items.

Part of an Owl collection
- Multiples in a strip

Cat collection
- Miniature Sheet

Insect and Larva
- se-tenant pair

African animals collection
- a Gutter Block

A Mountain Habitat collection - First Day Cover
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AARDVARK
FISH

BARNACLE
HIPPO

NAUTILUS

IBEX

OCTOPUS

TURTLE

CORGI

DRAGONFLY

JAGUAR

KITTIWAKE

PENGUIN

UNICORN

ELEPHANT

QUAIL

VOLE

WEEVIL

LYNX

RACCOON
YAK

FALCON
MOTH
SEALION

ZEBU

Name these animals

1.

2.

3.

4.

Writing Up a Collection

After you have been collecting for a while in your stock book you will have enough stamps
and other items to make a display. Putting together a display is what collectors call “Writing
Up”. The sheets that make up the display can be for your own enjoyment or to show at
school or to enter a Junior Competition.
The following ideas are based on a collection of birds and deciding to do a display on British Owls.
(This process applies to any display or competition entry.)
A little research on the computer and one finds there are 5 owls in Britain and one occasional visitor.
Collect together all the stamps, and other material you have on these owls. It’s not just British Stamps,
the owls found in Britain also live in Europe and on some other continents.
*Consider what STAMPS you already have and what others you will need
*Try to find some OTHER MATERIAL e.g. blocks, booklets, covers, postmarks
*Decide on a TITLE and SECTIONS (like the chapters in a book)
*Try to tell a STORY with your stamps (the stamps are like the pictures)
*Find some more information through books, the internet, stamp catalogues
*Keep the information you write BRIEF
*Stamps should be in GOOD CONDITION, mint or with light postmarks and undamaged
*Try different types of LAYOUT in draft form on a number of sheets
*Don’t OVERCROWD or have TOO LITTLE on each page
*Decide on the LETTERING and whether computer of handwritten, keep to the same font
*Keep HEADINGS and BORDERS the same throughout
*Watch your SPELLING
*Be NEAT all lines should be straight and stamps etc mounted square
*Put each finished sheet in a PROTECTIVE plastic pocket
The Stamp Active Website has lots more helpful advice and details of all the Competitions
we organise.
*Based on the above advice, the next two pages show sheets from displays on (1) the Barn Owl
and (2) Working Horses and some Equine Sports

The Barn Owl (Tyto Alba)

The Barn Owl is the owl which most British people would recognise, however it is far
from common. It belongs to the ‘Tytonidae’ branch of owls. These are lightweight birds
of some 350g and stand about 35cm tall. They nest in derelict buildings, holes in trees
and purpose-built nest boxes.

Owls with black eyes are nocturnal though Barn Owls will hunt at dawn and dusk.
Their main prey is the short tailed field vole. They can have 2 to 4 young but often only
one might reach adulthood.

The Barn Owl’s flight is silent. Prey cannot hear its approach. The feathers have a downy
covering and the leading edge is comb-like to allow the air to pass through silently.

Maximum card

Working Horses and
some Equine Sports
For thousands of years horses have been trained and put to work to help mankind. Their
greater power was used to pull heavy loads, and until the 19th century, when the railways
were developed, travel over land was on foot or by horse power. Now we have more
different forms of transport, yet there are still some working horses, but many more
are used in the many different equine sports.

King Henry V on an
Armoured Warhorse

Horses large and small
were used for many jobs
on farms

Coaches, wagons
and carts carried people
and goods

Ceremonial
Drum Horse

Modern
Police Horse

Australian
Cowboy of today

Se-tenant block comprising:
1/3 Show Jumping

1/1 Horse Orienteering

2/1 Dressage

1/2 Cross Country Eventing

2/2 Equine Acrobatics

2/3 Carriage Driving

Find the Missing Animal

Questions 1 to 10 name these animals. Write the answers in the correct place. The first
letter of each answer will give you the name of an animal. Look carefully at the stamps
for clues.

1
2
1

3
4
5
6

2

7
8
9
10

3

5

4

7

The hidden animal is a

8

6

9

10

Patrons
The Association of British Philatelic Societies (ABPS) - www.abps.org.uk

The National Philatelic Society (NPS) - www.ukphilately.org.uk

The Philatelic Traders’ Society (PTS) - www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk

The Insurance & Banking Society

Stanley Gibbons - www.stanleygibbons.co.uk

Toast Design - www.toastdesign.co.uk

Oxford Philatelic Society - www.oxfordphilatelicsociety.wordpress.com

Midpex - www.midpex.wordpress.com

Great Britain Philatelic Society (GBPS) - www.gbps.org.uk

Isle of Man Stamps - www.iomstamps.com

The Philatelic Fund

Royal Mail - www.royalmail.com

The Association of Scottish Philatelic Societies - www.scottishphilately.co.uk

Dealer Patrons
Apex Philatelics - www.apexstamps.com

Tony Lester - www.tonylester.co.uk

BPA Expertising Ltd - www.bpaexpertising.com

Love Auctions - www.loveauctions.co.uk

Bill Barrell - www.barrell.co.uk

The Magpie (Bill Pipe) - www.magpiebillpipe.com

BB Stamps - www.bbstamps.co.uk

Martello Auctions - www.martelloauctions.com

Beckett Philatelics

Murray Payne - www.murraypayne.com

Benstamps - www.benstamps.co.uk

Packs and Cards - www.packsandcards.com

Mark Bloxham - www.philatelic.co.uk

Philangles - www.philangles.co.uk

Buckingham Covers - www.buckinghamcovers.com

Purves Philatelics - www.purvesphilatelics.co.uk

Candlish McCleery - www.candlishmccleery.com

Richardson & Copp

Cavendish Philatelic Auctions - www.cavendish auctions.com

Rushstamps - www.rushstamps.co.uk

Corbitt Stamps Ltd - www.corbitts.com

Samwells - www.samwells.com

Cover Collecting - www.covercollecting.com

David Shaw - www.davidshawpostalhistory.com

John Curtin - www.jcstamps.co.uk

Spink - www.spink.com

Dauwalders - www.worldstamps.co.uk

Stamp Insurance Services - www.stampinsurance.co.uk

Embassy Philatelists - www.embassystamps.co.uk

Stanley Gibbons - www.stanleygibbons.com

Eric Paul - www.ericpaul.co.uk

ThematiX

Grosvenor Philatelic Auctions - www.grosvenorauctions.com

Martin Townsend

Isle of Man Stamps & Coins - www.iomstamps.com

Universal Philatelic Auctions - www.upastampauctions.co.uk

Andrew Lajer - www.andrewglajer.co.uk

Andrew Vaughan - www.stampsgb.co.uk

Friends
Mulready Philatelics - www.mulreadyphilatelics.co.uk

Salisbury Philatelic Society - www.salisburyphilately.org.uk

Guernsey Post - www.guernseypost.com

Manchester & District Philatelic Traders Association - www.mdpta.org.uk

Czech Philatelic Society - www.cpsgb.org.uk

South African Collectors Society - www.southafricacollector.com

Harold Dummer

R S Higgins (Pointers School) - www.pointers-school.co.uk

Nottinghamshire Philatelic Society - www.nottsphilatelic.co.uk

The former Isle of Thanet Philatelic Society

The Former Harwell Philatelic Society

Have a look at our website:
www.stampactive.co.uk
Sponsored by The Association of British
Philatelic Societies (ABPS)

